Vigil for Peace

Would You Help Veterans or the Defense Contractor Lockheed Martin?
   Our country is still failing to provide for many veterans. To give just one example, the Veterans Administration estimates that, in any given year, some 134,000 veterans are homeless. 
   By comparison, in any given year, U.S. taxpayers paid top military contractor Lockheed Martin about $35 billion -- enough to buy every single homeless veteran a $200,000 home.

   Now of course Congress isn't directly choosing to give money to Lockheed instead of to veterans. But earlier this month the House did approve legislation that would allow the Pentagon budget to continue to grow while cutting funding for programs that protect human needs -- programs that veterans and other poor and vulnerable people in our communities rely on for their very survival.

   This Memorial Day week, please to take action for a peaceful budget:

· Write your senators in support of cutting the Pentagon budget by at least $1 trillion over the next 10 years.
   If the Pentagon isn't required to absorb a fair share of budget cuts, then congressional staff say that funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs and other non-military spending will be reduced even further.
Information for this leaflet comes from the Friends Committee on National legislation.
The Vigil for Peace was initiated by the Albany Friends Meeting and Peace Action.
 Find out how you can work for peace.   Call 518-595-9324
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