Vigil for Peace
What do you think about President Obama’s announcement that the U.S. military will be in Afghanistan for another 12 years?

  President Obama has said that U.S. combat troops will be withdrawn from Afghanistan by 2014.

   But he also announced the signing of a pact with the government of Afghanistan to extend the U.S. military presence for 10 years beyond 2014.

   Presented as a way to end the war, the plan continues to rely on military solutions that clearly have not worked.

   Many voices in Congress are calling for a speeded up withdrawal of all U.S military forces from Afghanistan.  Let’s have all the troops out by the end of the year.

   Instead of a new and open-ended military alliance with its reliance on arms transfers and targeted killings by Special Forces, Afghans need stability.  Stability will only come through a comprehensive peace process that includes Afghan civil society, all the involved armed groups, the government of Afghanistan, and those of neighboring countries.
To tell President Obama what you think go to: www.whitehouse.gov/contact. 
The Vigil for Peace was initiated by the Albany Friends Meeting and Peace Action.
Find out how you can work for peace.   Call 518-595-9324
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